Our Town 100 Plus Years Ago, February 1900
     One-hundred and twenty-six years ago our little town’s growing pains were slowly transforming Whitehall from a wild west railroad town into a respectable place to live and visit.  The world was changing.  Queen Victoria was in the news even in the Jefferson Valley Zephyr.  Meat packers in the U. S. have a contract to supply 3,000,000 pounds of beef for the British army and likely a better quality than was given to our own troops in recent years.  President McKinley changed his position on the Porto Rican (spelling used in the Zephyr) tariff and will support the ways and means committee of the House for 75 percent of the present tariffs on all goods shipped between the U. S. and the island.  Fraud was highlighted in the Gage scandal where the Secretary of the Treasury was in deep trouble and receiving behind the scenes encouragement to resign.  Shipping grain by fast steam ships took six days, for a big price.  Smallpox was still a major problem, especially among Indians in Washington state where it was reported a dozen were dying every day.  The Great Northern Railroad quarantined the Blackfoot reservation in Montana to help prevent the spread of smallpox and diphtheria and tribal police were patrolling the reservation boundaries.  From October 1, 1899 through January 31, 1900, Butte had 100 patients treated at the hospital for smallpox with 2 deaths, 84 recoveries and 14 remaining hospitalized.  Switzerland was experiencing a high rate of tuberculosis and in Dublin up to 50 per 1000 people were dying from a respiratory illness.  February 1900 was dismal in many parts of world; but, here in the Jefferson Valley, life was a little less stressful.  The following articles are taken from the February 1900 editions of the Jefferson Valley Zephyr.
     THE HOME NEWS – Revival services will be continued next week at the M. E. church (Methodist Episcopal).  The pastor will be assisted by Rev. John Hosking of Trinity church, Centerville.  Everybody cordially invited to attend.  The ladies of the Christian church will give a Valentine supper and social on the evening of the 13th of February, at the Christian church.  A good time is expected.  
     The lawsuit between Mrs. Held and Mr. Gilbert was had on Saturday and on Monday a decision was handed down by Justice Less in favor of Mrs. Held.  The controversy was over a stray cow.  A lawsuit of a mild type was the attraction during the cold weather of Tuesday and attracted some spectators to Justic Less’s court, where a misunderstanding between H. Leonard and the Brennan brothers, a civil action, was adjusted, in a judgement for the plaintiff for $5.35.
     The Montana College of Agriculture and Mechanic Arts at Bozeman has now nearly 250 students enrolled in the various departments.  The attendance is increasing year by year.
     John Flaherty of Cold Springs was in Whitehall on Monday.  As secretary of the Jefferson and Broadwater Stockgrowers’ Association he awarded the contract to The Zephyr for the publication of a new brand book for the association.
      This paper failed to note last week that the quarantine on the Anderson home, near Parrot, had been raised the week before, the nurse and the doctor had returned home and that everybody in the neighborhood had resumed the even tenor of his way.  In fact, we thought everyone knew it.  There is now no smallpox in Jefferson County, nor has there been any for more than three weeks.
     Firemen’s Grand Masquerade Ball – On Thursday evening, Feb. 22 will occur the long looked for ball of the Whitehall volunteer fire department.  The affair will be a masquerade.  Suits may be procured of J. W. Graves.  For further particulars, read the display ad in this issue of The Zephyr.
     Miss Daisy Kellogg invited half a dozen of her girl friends to a candy pull on Tuesday evening and all had an enjoyable time.
     Last week agents Simmons, Buzard and Price, representing the Northern Pacific land department, were in Whitehall and sold several tracts of land to John Tebay, among them the land just north of Whitehall, and joining the Risley place.  The prices paid were not stated.
     Mr. and Mrs. Tye Sappington, of Sappington, were in Whitehall on Wednesday between trains, visiting Mr. and Mrs. Clem Piper at the Jefferson hotel.
     Last Friday was ground hog day, but there seems to be a difference of opinion as to what the sun did to the hog.  The first real cold weather of the season came this week, but the thermometer has not registered below 0 as yet.  The weather seems colder than it is because of the balmy winter that has preceded it.  An indication of the sort of weather we have in this banana belt is shown by the fact that the ball players were loosening up their muscles on Sunday.  There has been just enough cold weather to make the ice harvest all that could be desired.  Railroad men reported snow on both sides of us last Sunday with good sleighing at Bozeman.
     The temperature reached 14 below zero Wednesday night, the coldest of the present winter at this point.  There was no wind and the cold was not bad.  The cold weather Wednesday evening kept a number from the Valentine dance given by N. R. Manchester, but a sufficient number for a good time attended and showed that it requires more than zero weather to cool the ardor of the dancers of this vicinity.
     State Superintendent E. A. Carleton has made the annual apportionment of the state school fund, as provided by law.  Jefferson county’s apportionment is $2,100 and Madison’s $2,579.
     Engineer Lathrop, who has charge of the surveying party that has been running the line from Jefferson Island to Finn, near Boulder, was in town Sunday.  The work of making the preliminary survey is about complete and as yet there are no orders for the cross-sectioning or permanent work.  The length of the line from the Jefferson Island siding to Finn is just twenty-three and three fourths miles.
     Automobiles will be introduced into National Park transportation this year if the proper kind of a machine can be found.
     E. T. Colby, who was stabbed at Butte a week ago by Harry Peters, is much improved and it is now thought that he will fully recover.  Colby is well known in Whitehall as solicitor for the Butte Miner.  The trouble was over the sister-in-law of Peters, to whom Mr. Colby is engaged, but not with consent of her relatives.
     Railroad Links and Pins: Whitehall was a red-hot railroad town for about three days last week, with ten to twenty trains a day.  All the main line through traffic came this way and not till Saturday afternoon was the road clear.  The roundhouse crews at Whitehall and Butte forgot how to sleep, the enginemen on the helper engines worked double shifts.  But traffic moved, and it was demonstrated that one bad wreck can’t tie up this railroad.  Not much.
     A Word to School Teachers: State Superintendent of Public Instruction E. A. Carleton has issued an address to county and city superintendents, principals of high schools and teachers, directing them to pay more attention to the physical needs of the pupils under them than many of them have given the children in the past.  Supt. Carleton called attention to the section of the law which directs teachers and school authorities generally to have regard to the ventilation and temperature of school rooms and to establish and maintain a course of physical exercises in the schools.  In the future disobedience of this law will be considered sufficient grounds for revoking the teacher’s certificate.
     An Evening With the Laurants:  Mr. Laurant’s feats of legerdemain were quite all that he had promised.  In addition to his skill as a magician, he has a gentlemanly charm of manner that adds much to the pleasure of his auditors.  Mrs. Laurant’s bird imitations were fine.  Her other efforts were not so well appreciated.
